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This collection forms an essential resource for those studying the life and 
career of Robert Clive (1725-1774), a man who stands in the very first 
rank of historical figures. It is also of the greatest importance to those 
who wish fully to explore the often hotly debated events that preceded, 
accompanied and followed the establishment of 
Britain's Indian empire during the mid-18th 
century, especially the periods 1756-1760 and 
1765-1766. By reproducing in full Clive's 
English and Persian correspondence, the 
collection makes it possible to compare 
firsthand Indian and European accounts of 
Clive's resounding victory in 1757 at Plassey 
over the superior French-backed force of the 
Nawab of Bengal in the aftermath of the 
notorious 'Black Hole of Calcutta' incident; of 
the conclusive routing of the Dutch in 1759; or 
of the ill-fated career of Maharaja 
Nandakumara (d. 1775), who became chief 
administrator of revenues through Clive's 
patronage. 

The publication comprises Clive’s India papers, 
1752-1774 (including: original correspondence; 
financial papers; civil and military 
administration of Bengal; Calcutta government 
records; East India Company records; and the 
highly contentious Jagir papers); his estate 
administration & household management; and his political papers. 
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First an officer in the private army of the East India Company, and then 
later twice governor of Bengal, Clive was the leading actor in the political 
and military events of the 1750s and 1760s that served to lay the 
foundations of the British Raj. But he was also a highly controversial figure 
who, during an often troubled lifetime, attracted much unwanted 
attention from the public, Parliament, and the press. Many in Britain came 
to revile him and, tainted by accusations of corruption and the abuse of 
power in India, he was condemned for spending his enormous private 
fortune on houses, estates and possessions, acquired in an attempt to 
carve out an elevated position for his family in English landed society. Even 
in death Clive remained controversial, with many believing that he 
committed suicide in 1774 at the age of forty-nine. 

Originally part of the Clive family's Powis estate, this immensely rich and 
varied collection of papers facilitates close study of a highly complex and 
enigmatic man, as well as the contested origins of the British Indian 
empire. In addition the papers contain invaluable material on the 
economic, social and political history of Britain during the 18th century. 

Published with the permission of the National Library of Wales, 
Aberystwyth, this microfilm edition is accompanied by guide (92pp) 
comprising a detailed catalogue by the Library's Archival Data Section, 
introduced by Huw Bowen, Professor of Modern History at University of 
Wales, Swansea. 

A further volume is scheduled, containing 'The Persian correspondence in the Clive 
papers held at the National Library of Wales', translated by Salim al-Din Quraishi, 
and supplemented, edited and arranged by Roderic Vassie, both former curators 
of Islamic languages at the British Library. 

2008 price for 21 reel set (ISBN 978-1-85117-122-4): £1,680/$US3,360 
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John Carnac joined the army of the East India 
Company with the rank of Captain in 1758, after 
seeing service with the 39th infantry regiment. 
Between 1760 and 1761, as Commander-in-Chief, 
he fought and ultimately defeated the French-
supported forces of the Mughal Emperor, Shah 
Alam II, near Bihar. Made Brigadier-General in 
1764, Carnac again assumed the command of the 
East India Company army, defeating the Marathas 
in 1765 before handing control back later that 
year to Clive.  

The present collection focuses on the early 
period of Carnac’s career in India from 1760 to 
1767, a period of major political change, with four 
nawabs of Bengal in succession and a change of 
Mughal Emperor in Delhi. In particular, this 
correspondence helps to fill the gap in the Clive 
papers of Robert Clive during his absence from 
India between March 1760 and April 1765; events 
such as the 3rd Battle of Panipat on 14 January 
1761 between the Marathas and the Rohillas, or 
the Battle of Buxar in October 1764, at which the 
East India Company forces under the command of 
Hector Munro defeated the combined armies of 
the nawabs of Awadh and Bengal, Shuja-ud-Daula and Mir Qasim, and of 
the Mughal Emperor, Shah Alam II, whose seal appears overleaf. 
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A detailed account of the build-up of combined force in advance of the battle 
during the summer of 1764 appears as a covering note to a bundle of secret 
letters in Persian (series 5/7), in which Shah Alam II ostensibly asks for 
Carnac’s advice on how to tackle the treachery of the ‘unfaithful’ Mir Qasim 
following his dismissal and the reinstatement of Mir Jafar as Nawab of Bengal 
on 8 July 1763. 

This collection of original correspondence was deposited ct the National 
Library of Wales in 1990 as part of the Powis Castle estate archive: it was 
subsequently purchased along with the papers of Robert Clive by the Library 
in 1996. While the friendship that existed between Carnac and Clive, exactly 
how the correspondence came into the latter’s possession is unknown. 
Perhaps the most likely explanation, given the period covered by the letters, 
is that Carnac had been required to submit his letters for inspection by the 
Select Committee of which Clive, as the East India Company’s then Governor 

in Bengal, was ex officio a member. 

The collection comprises some 2,000 items of 
correspondence, including a small number of 
letters in Persian. Its emphasis on the years 
between 1763 and 1766 complements The papers 
of Clive of India, also from the National Library of 
Wales and published in the Records of the Raj 
series. It therefore helps to fill the gap on events 

in those papers during Clive’s absence from India between March 1760 and 
April 1765, when he returned to Britain. At the same time, the collection 
serves to amplify our understanding of Clive’s third and final tour of duty, by 
providing the opportunity to contrast how two senior British figures set 
about implementing the East India Company’s new approach, combining 
commercial with growing political power. 

2008 price for14 reel set (ISBN 978-1-85117-123-1): £980/US$1,960 
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Gilbert Elliot Murray-Kynynmond, 1st Earl of Minto, after a distinguished 
diplomatic career, especially in Corsica and Vienna, was appointed 
President of the East India Company's Board of Control in 1806, and then 
Governor-General during a crucial period of colonial state-formation in 
India. The first of the six Scots who were to rule India, his six-year period 
in office from 1807 to 1813 occurred in a period in which British officials 
were anxious about their position in India but which nonetheless saw a 
process of imperial consolidation. His government saw dramatic debates 
about the way rural society should be governed, and witnessed efforts to 
greater regulate the activities of missionaries. In foreign policy, Minto 
inaugurated imperial interest across a range of territories and South East 
Asia, and saw greater immersion in the politics of then-independent 
Punjab and Afghanistan. 

The National Library of Scotland’s Collections on first Earl of Minto 
reflect this multitude of imperial interests and actions within Indian 
subcontinent as well as its wider sea-frontiers, the later region being 
increasingly popular among the historians of international and global 
history. Allowing students and scholars to trace the Governor-General's 
thought and actions through Minto's extensive correspondence, the 
papers also include large numbers of local records collected by Minto, 
including court cases and correspondence with district officials. These 
collections can prove immensely useful to the students and historians of 
governance and culture in South Asia itself as well as to those who are 
interested in the history of imperial and global connections across Asia, 
from Persian Gulf to Java, by the turn of the nineteenth century. 
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According to one contemporary diary entry (NLS Ms. 11102, f. 221), 
recording the occasion of the banquet of victory in a military expedition 
led by the 1st Earl against the Dutch in Java on 3rd October 1811,  'Sir 
Sam[uel Auchmurty] rose and said he should propose a toast which could 
have been drunk before. To Ld Minto Governor General of ALL India.' 

This collection from the National Library of Scotland focuses on the 1st  
Earl's correspondence and papers relating to India and other parts of Asia 
(Ms. 11272-11739), but also includes sundry other items such as the 
above-quoted letters and journals of Captain T.W. Taylor (Ms. 11102) 
and four fascinating volumes of papers (Ms. 11199-11202) from the 
parliamentary review (1787-1788) of the impeachment of Robert Clive's 
former friend and associate, Nandakumara (Nuncomar), executed in 1775 
for forgery. 

Accompanied by an introduction by Iftekhar Iqbal and Jon Wilson, King's 
College London. 
 
2008 price for set (ISBN 978-1-85117-145-3): £/US$ to be confirmed 
 
Supplementary materials from the period are available at a special price of 
£45/US$90 per reel to purchasers of the Indian papers of the 1st Earl of Minto: (a) 
the Calcutta morning post, 1812-1813 (1 reel); (b) Minutes and other records of the 
East India Association, 1812-1814 (reel 1); (c) the Indian records of Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, 1751-1835, series C/Ind (3 reels); and (d) The Observer, 
1806-1813 (14 reels). 
 
The 1st Earl of Minto’s papers from the earlier period of European diplomacy will 
be published separately later in 2009. 

 

  www.microform.co.uk/academic/ 
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papers of the Right Honourable Charles John, Earl Canning, who in 1856 
became the last governor-general appointed before the rule of the East 
India Company passed to the British crown in 1858, whereupon he 
served until his death in 1862 as India's first viceroy. 
The contents of the microfilms comprise: 

• Bound volumes of documents from the private secretary’s office, 
including correspondence with Queen Victoria, government ministers, 
members of the EIC Board of Control, the Secretary of State for 
India, and the governors, commissioners and lieutenant governor’s of 
Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the North West Provinces, Oudh, the 
Punjab, the Central Provinces, as well as copies of depositions from 
Nepal, Sind and Persia; 

• letters and telegrams exchanged between the military secretary’s 
office and the Commander-in-Chief and others; 

• papers relating to the administration of the North West Provinces 
during 1858-1859; and, 

• miscellaneous private papers relating to Lord Canning’s appointment, 
reactions to his policies in Britain, the status of Roman Catholics and 
other non-Anglican Christians in India, the marriage of Hindu widows, 
the Great Indian Peninsular Railway Co., the Peshawar question, the 
textile industry, Nepal, etc. 

Full details may be found online at: www.microform.co.uk/guides/R50039.pdf 
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The history of British commercial, military and political involvement in 
South Asia One of the chief factors precipitating the transfer of power in 
South Asia from the Honourable East India Company to the British 
Crown was the so-called 'Indian Mutiny' or Sepoy Rebellion. The impact 
of this uprising, which began 150 years ago in May 1857 and ended in June 
1858, and the policies adopted in response are among the many subjects 
comprehensively covered at both the national and provincial level in this 
monumental collection. 
In his appointment speech in 1855, Canning had predicted impending 
troubles in India. Yet there had long been revolts against the ascendancy 
of the Raj. So, if anything was unexpected about the rebellion of 1857, it 
was not the simple fact of its occurrence but rather its scale and its 
repercussions in India, and indeed across the British Empire. As 
Governor-General, Canning’s policies came under intense scrutiny at the 
time. Though initially criticised by his contemporaries as too lenient, 
within a few years his stance against the applying the full force of Britain’s 
imperial might to wreak vengeance earned him admiration at home in 
Britain. 
This essential collection, without which no serious history of the period 
can now be attempted, is published with the permission of Lord 
Harewood. Accompanying it is an introduction by Dr William Gould, 
School of History, University of Leeds, and a contents list derived from 
the descriptions created over the years by archivists at the Harewood 
Estate and the West Yorkshire Archives Service in Leeds, where the 
papers are now held. 
2008 price for 67 reel set (ISBN 978-1-85117-080-7): £5,025/US$10,050 
Supplementary materials from the period are available at a special price of £45/US$90 per reel to 
purchasers of the Canning papers: (a) the Hickleton papers (36 reels); (b) the Bengal hurkaru, 1856-
1862 (16 reels); (c) the Dacca news, 1856-1858 (2 reels); (d) the Catalogue of native publications for the 
Bombay Presidency to 1864 (1 reel); (e) the Indian calendars of Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, 
1815-1859 (1 reel); (f) the Indian records of SPG, series E/PRE, 1840-1861 (4 reels); (g) the Indian records 
of SPG series E/V, 1856 & 1858-1863 (4 reels); and (h) The Observer, 1856-1862 (14 reels). 
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The papers of Gilbert John Elliot-Murray-Kynynmound, the 4th Earl of 
Minto, (1845-1914), Viceroy of India between 1905 and 1910, cover a 
period of dramatic and momentous change in the history of colonial India.  
The beginning of Minto's tenure in India was marked by unprecedented 
anti-colonial protests against the partition of Bengal, initiated by Minto's 
predecessor, Curzon. It ended with the crucial 'Morley-Minto reforms' 
contained in the Government of India Act and the Indian Councils Act, 
both of 1909. These two new laws established, among other things, the 
constitutional principle of separate electorates for India's Muslim 
communities. 
This rich, varied and complex collection of documents forms part of a 
larger archive now held at the National Library of Scotland, and which 
covers almost the entire Elliot family of Minto. The 4th Earl's great-
grandfather was the first family member to build an official connection 
with the Indian subcontinent, assuming the office of Governor General in 
1807. Almost a century later, the 4th Earl was confronted with the 
sensitive political situation surrounding the partition of Bengal and the rise 
of radical nationalism in that same province, as well as in Maharashtra and 
Punjab. 
• Correspondence with the king, the Secretary of State for India 
• Papers of India’s home, finance, army & other departments 
• Foreign dept. reports on Aden, Afghanistan, Persia, Saudi Arabia, etc. 
• Speeches, press cuttings and official tours 
• Household accounts and engagement books 
• Summaries of Lord Curzon’s administration, 1899-1905s 
(Full contents listing available at www.microform.co.uk/guides/R50046.pdf) 
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A key part of this collection contains weekly reports on the 'political 
situation', which reflect not only specifically Indian preoccupations, but 
also their impact on domestic UK politics. For example, the 
correspondence of March and April 1906 between Minto and John 
Morley, Secretary of State for India, document how the latter had 
interviewed a deputation of fifty textile workers who were calling for the 
introduction of health and medical inspectors into the Bombay factories, 
ostensibly protesting against the 'callous inhumanity to children' working 
in India, but with an eye on British concerns about Indian competition. 
There is also material here for the researcher of Indian social and 
educational history including, for example, detailed discussions on the 
founding of Aligarh Muslim University and on educational reform. Other 
parts of the collection move beyond India, to Afghanistan and the Persian 
Gulf, including for example, letters relating to Minto's early personal 
experience as an officer fighting on the North West Frontier in 1879, as 
well as correspondence with Cromer in relation to Egypt, Earl Grey in 
relation to wider colonial and imperial affairs and correspondence with 
governors of other imperial territories around wider Indian migration. 
This was a period in which the confidence of high imperialism in India was 
facing some its first real challenges, and when the whole basis of British 
imperial power in its most important possession was being adjusted and 
reformed in response to changing imperial priorities. A notable inclusion 
in these documents which provides the context for this, is a full survey of 
the turn of the century administration of Lord Curzon – Minto's 
predecessor. Beyond this, the Minto collection offers to the research a 
unique insight into a formative period of radical Indian nationalism, Muslim 
separatism and Indian constitutional reform. 
Images reproduced with the permission of the National Library of 
Scotland from their manuscript collections, accompanied by a guide 
introduced by Dr William Gould, University of Leeds. 
2008 price for 61 reel set (ISBN 978-1-85117-117-0): £4,575/US$9,150 

 

  

www.microform.co.uk/academic/ 
 

 



 

 

    
  

Islamic manuscripts 
 

The University of Leeds' 
oriental manuscripts collection 

 

 

M
A

N
U

SC
R

IP
T

S 
– 

IS
LA

M
IC

 C
O

U
N

T
R

IE
S 

This collection aims to reproduce all but the most fragile of more 
than 500 oriental manuscripts belonging to the Department of 
Arabic and Middle Eastern Studies, University of Leeds, and now 
held in the Brotherton Library. The mss. are chiefly in Arabic (371) 
and Persian (c. 130), but include also some in other Islamic 
languages such as Turkish (8), Urdu (9) and Malay in Jawi script (1), 
as well a small number of Judeo-Samaritan texts in Hebrew. 

Originally described by John Macdonald and M.J.L. Young in 
numerical order in their unfinished 'Catalogue of oriental 
manuscripts', the mss. in this microfilm edition are to be classified in 
subsets by broad subject category as follows, beginning with the 
Arabic works: 1) Korans and koranic sciences; 2) Hadith sciences; 
3) Islamic law; 4) Islamic theology, religious devotion, Sufism and 
philosophy; 5) history & biography; 6) language, rhetoric, prosody, 
literature & music; 7) science, technology & medicine; 8) Judeo-
Samaritan & Christian literature; 9) Persian; 10) Turkish, Urdu & 
Malay. 

The collection will be accompanied by a classified handlist, edited 
and introduced by Dr Roderic Vassie, former curator of Arabic at 
the British Library 

 
ISBN for entire collection: 9781851171378 
 
(10% discount on this and subsequent sections when setting up a standing order) 
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Copies of the Koran 
1. Date 1001/1592. – First and last five openings only. – (Ms. no. 292) 
2. Date [18th cent.]. – First and last quires only. – (Ms. no. 299) 
3. Date [18th cent.]. – Calligraphic panels. – (Ms. no.  48) 
4. Date [18th cent.?]. – First and last five openings only. – (Ms. no.  95) 
5. Date 1199/1784. – First and last ten openings only. – (Ms. no. 112) 
6. Date [Mid-19th cent.]. – First and last ten openings only. – (Ms. no. 301) 

Koran commentaries 
7. al-Kashshaf `an haqa'iq al-tanzil wa-`uyun al-aqawil fi wujuh al-ta'wil / al-
Zamakhshari. – Date [early 16th cent.?]. – Part 2: from Surat al-A`raf to Surat al-
Furqan. – (Ms. no.   7) 
8. Anwar al-tanzil wa-asrar al-ta'wil / al-Baydawi. – Date 1103/1692. – Vol. 1: to 
Surat al-Kahf. – (Ms. no. 140) 
9. Anwar al-tanzil wa-asrar al-ta'wil / al-Baydawi. – [Not filmed due to physical condition] 
10. Anwar al-tanzil wa-asrar al-ta'wil / al-Baydawi. – Date [17th cent.]. – Vol. 2: 
from Surat Maryam to end. – (Ms. no. 141) 
11. `Inayat al-qadi wa-kifayat al-radi / al-Khafaji, d. 1659. – Date [1199/1785?]. – 
Part 1. –(Ms. no.  39) 
12. `Inayat al-qadi wa-kifayat al-radi / al-Khafaji. – Date 1199/1785. – Parts 2 & 3. – 
(Ms. no.  40) 
13. `Inayat al-qadi wa-kifayat al-radi / al-Khafaji. – Date 1201/1786. – Part 4. – (Ms. 
no.  41) 
14. Madarik al-tanzil wa-haqa'iq al-ta'wil / al-Nasafi, d. 1310. – Date 977/1570. – al-
Mujallad al-thulth al-awwal (v.1), to Surat al-Tawbah (9:94). – (Ms. no. 202) 
15. Hashiyat Qadi al-Qarah'baghi al-Hanafi `ala al-Juz' al-akhir. – Date [17th cent.]. – 
(Ms. no. 103) 

Koranic sciences 
16. Nafa'is al-`ara'is wa-yawaqit al-tijan fi qisas al-Qur'an bi-al-sharh wa-al-bayan / al-
Tha`labi, Ahmad ibn Muhammad, d. 1035. – Date 1141/1729. – (Ms. no. 288)  

 

2008 price for Koran & koranic science mss. on 6 reels: £420/US$840 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS IN OTHER AREAS 

 

 

 

American Studies 
• Papers relating to the Jamaican estates of the Goulburn 

family of Betchworth House, Surrey 
• The Papers of the Company of Scotland trading to Africa 

and the Indies (Darien Company), 1694-1709, from the 
National Library of Scotland 

• Records relating to the slave trade at the Liverpool Record 
Office 

• The Canadian papers of the 4th Earl of Minto, including his 
service as Military Secretary, 1883-1886, and as Governor-
General, 1898-1904 

• The correspondence of Arthur C. Murray, Assistant Military 
Attaché in Britain's diplomatic mission to Washington, D.C., 
including with President Franklin D. Roosevelt between 
1917 and 1945 

British Studies 
• BBC handbooks, annual reports and accounts, 1927-2001/2 
• BBC audience research reports. Part 1: Listener Research 

Department, 1937-c.1950 
• The British Union of Fascists : newspapers and secret files 
• Parliamentary Labour Party papers, 1968/9-1993/4 
• The Communist Party of Great Britain archive 
• The Nelson gazette 

 

 

  
 
Note on prices: All prices in this catalogue are valid till the end of 2008. 

 

 



 

 
  

 

 

  

FORTHCOMING DIGITAL RESOURCES 

 

 

 

British records relating to the transatlantic slave trade 

The African, American and Asian archives of the United 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (USPG) 

Lancashire society & textiles from the Industrial 
Revolution 

The Stuart papers, from the Royal Archives, Windsor 

 

www.BritishOnlineArchives.co.uk 

& 

www.CommunistPartyArchive.org.uk 
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