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BHUGES BOOK OF HOURS 

Holkham L5Se 48 

Reproduced-by permission of 
t h e - R t .  Hon. t h e  Earl of Le ices t e r  

Notes by G'. 0. Hassall, M o A o 9  D.Phil.,  F.S.A. 

INTRODUCTION 

'Phis a t t r a c t i v e  l i t t l e  prayer  book is  an 
example of one of t h e  s t y l e s  used by Willem 
Vre lan t ,  
Jean De la i s se  of t h e  Bibl iotheque Hoyale, 
Brusse l s  

It wits i d e n t i f i e d  as such by M e  

Vrelant  w a s  a f r i e n d  of Memling and was 
a c t i v e  as a minia ture  p a i n t e r  a t  Bruges about 
1454. He d ied  t h e r e  i n  1481 o r  1482 a f t e r  
producing many small devot iona l  books, though 
h i s  ou tput  was no t  l i m i t e d  t o  these .  There 
a r e  examples of h i s  work i n  t h e  Hague, Copen- 
hagen, t h e  B r i t i s h  Museum, Idadrid, Uunich, 
Naples and Vienna. He w a s  a competent land- 
scape p a i n t e r  and p r e f e r r e d  t h e  use of mono- 
chrome. Dated examples of h i s  work tire 
known from 1455 ( Z i r o i r  H i s t  o r i a l  P a r i s  
Bib l .  n a t .  m s .  fr. 308), 1461, 1462 and 1467. 

F. Vlinkler (D.flam. Buchrnalerei d. 15 U. 
1925) has  commented on h i s  hab i t  of 

_I_- 

16 Jh, 
u s ing  deep b lue  decora t ive  t e n d r i l s  with 
whi te  s p o t s  i n  t he  c e n t r e s  of t h e  s t a l k s .  
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There is  a de ta i led  note on the  considerable 

bibliography of Vrelant i n  Allgemeines Lexikon 

der Rildenden Kunstler von d e r  an t ike  b i s  eur  

gegenwart begrundet von Ulrich Thieme und 

F e l i x  Becker unter  Mitwirkung- von - e t v ~ 4 0 0  

fnchf;elehrten bearbe i te t  und r e g i g i e r t .  von 

H. Vollmer, B.C. Krelin, H. ii 'olff ,-0.-Kel-lner 

herausgegeben von Hans Vollmer, vo1._34, 

Leipzig 1940, p. 570. 

------ 
--- 
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BiiiTGZS BOOK OF H O U S  

This f i f t e e n t h  cer.tury Book of Hours is  
wrongly descr ibed  by 5ir 2, Badden i n  h i s  ca t s -  
logue of' Holkhau Xmuscriptsas a Breviary,  as 
v r i t t e n  i n  France,  ar id  3s executed e a r l y  i n  the  
eelit ury 

l'here are no minia tures ,  only blue and gold 
i l lumina ted  i n i t i a l s  i n  t h e  tvrelve pages of 
C&lendar-with which t h e  volume begins.  ' The 
s;ints inc lude  S t  Bsvon, a s soc ia t ed  with Ghent 
and 'Sa in t  Thurnas de C a n t a r t i c '  

Frame 1 f o l ,  67.7. The head and shoulders  of 
Chr i s t .  ;Iis r i g h t  hand i s  r a i s e d  i n  
b l e s s i n g  and H i s  l e f t  hand r e s t s  on a 
b lue  globe surmounted by a golden cross.  
L'hree margins are decorated v!iih a. calli- 
graph ic  f l o ra l  s c r o l l  i n  Slack and gold 
wi th  a touch o€ r ed  and blue.  duch 
p o r t r a i t s  of ~ C h r i s t  have sometimes been 
c d l e d  'Veronicas '  a f t e r  S t .  Veronica. 
The Golden Lecend t e l l s  hoii. Z t .  Ileror.ica i s  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  t h e  woman 
hea led  of t h e  i s sue  of blood and a 
handkerchief on which Chr i s t  imprinted 
a !;ortrait  o€ Xis f a c e .  f i t h  t h i s  she 
healed  t h e  Zngeror T ibe r ius .  The 
accompnnyicg t e x t  reads G 

'Sa lu tac ion  :t I n  face de n o s t r e  secnu. 

Lalue sancta fscies ziostri redeinptoris 
Ir. qua n i t e t  sgecies d i u i n i  sg len6or i s  
impressa psilifiicillo nyuei  cnndoris  
Dataque 7eronice signum ob rimoris, 
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Salue  decus seculi . specuiwn' ssnctorum 
9uod v ide re"  cupiunt ~ s p i r i t u s : c e l o r u r ~ l ,  
Nos ab ormiima.culn' purga' viciorwn 
iitquo nos,  conso r t io - iunge  -beatorurn, 

Salue nos t r a ' g lo r i a - . i n -  h a c - v i t a - d u r a  
Labi1.i - e t  " f ragili - c i t  0- transitura 
EOS perduc ad p a t r i a m  0 f e l i x  f i g u r a  
Ad-videndum' faciem'que" es t  I Christi-pur:: . .  

Es to  nobis  quesuiius- tutum-r-tdiuuEiemeii 
Dulce r e f r i k e r i h '  at que-c-onsolarrien 
I r t  nobis  'non 'noceat '  h o s t i l . e - p ~  lrrzuttinen: 
Sed fruaiiiur 'requie-curn'beixtis ,'Amen. 

Frame 2 f o l .  8. - S t  i- 'JohnWie-Evarigelist  'seated 

' Rook of Sevelation;' .- " -  . . -  -' -'. 

. . . .  . ~ 

.. - 

. .  . , .. . . . . . . .. . . . 

on the  I s l a n d  'of - 'Pa tmos 'wr i t i ng ' t he  

He i s  he re  represented  7.- as- o f t e n  as 
young and bea rd le s s ,  - '  H i s '  hair' i s .  
yellow. 
Zagle-'which .' of ten  ' acc'omiianie s' him; i n  " 
p i c t u r e s  ~ o f ' t h e ' f o u r ' E v a r i , e l i s t s .  -It 
i s  one of b e a s t s  descr ibed  i n  Ezekie l  
and '.Reveltition-.md - w a s ' t h o a h t  I t o -  symbol- 
i z e  S t .  John, beca,use,"as-'St .'.-. JeFome-sap, 
St. J o h n ' s - n a t u r e ' i s ' t o ~ r i s e ' a l o f t ' c o n -  
templnt ing-  God- (.as.- an'  eag le  ' r i s e s* . and-  
looks  a t  t h e -  sun)  .'- ."Be-side 'JohrY-th'ere.' ' ' 

is a l s o  a 'chal i 'ce .  . T h i s ' - n i i u d e s -  t o  t h e  
t r ad i t i on - thCi t  , a - p r i e s t  -of -I)iana. o f f e red  -' 
him A poisoned *cup 'ihich-was.'m:tde. htirrn;; . 

less when. John-made- the"s ign -o f  ~ the '  cross 
upon it .  Elsewhere'-a se rpen t  ' o r  dscwon 
i s  o f t e n  seen i s s u i n g  from it  like'the. 
poison.  The' accompanyirig'text - i s " t h @  
opening passage of S t .  John ' s  Gospel. 

On t h e  rock behind him i s  t h e  
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, ?rain@ 3 f p l .  13, S t  John the  Bap t i s t  standing 
i n  f r o n t  of a landscape v ~ i t h -  trees 
rocks  znd. v~at er. 
I n - h i s  l e f t  . h i r id .  i s  a hook. Yith h i s  
r i g h t  hand he po in t s  t o  a iamb ns i f  
s9yiiig . 'behold.  t h e  Lamb of God I .  O f  t en  
he i s ,  hold ing  t h e  lzimb and of ten  i t  h u s  
a .halo.,tind a cross  w i t h  a banner t o  show 

.. i t s .  divine.. r isture 9 ,  but  here  it i s  shown 
just. as -an  ..ordinary% lamb. The B a p t i s t  
vie-& . t h e , . t r . ~ ~ d i t i . o n a l  .camel's h a i r ,  bu t  
he re -  h e .  i s  .searing., a grey cloak over  it - 
'Phis - i 1 1 us$ rat e s t h e  ' C omtnem ora t i on d e 

. . .  s + i n t  - i ehan*bap t i s t e . t  
-. . . 

Frame 4 f o l , .  1Ov. 'Commemoration de s a i n t  
. . .  se.bastien I , 

. .  An- ar.,cher. i n  a ,  bleck peakec! ciil) watched 
by. t h e .  &g,e.ror D ioc le t i an ,  i s  about t o  

. shqot .a f i f t h  arrow i n t o  -Sebast ian,  vho 
. is. stGnd&ng. bound. t o  a tree.  This 
greatest of ,the Roman .ruartyr.s was even- 
t u s l l y . s h o t  as f u l l  of iirrows i is a hedge- 
bog. i s . - f u l l  .of . .p r ick les ,  according t o  the 

. Colcl,en-Legend.. .,The t e x t  inc lud .es  a 
pray-er. t h s t  :"anyone who . reads the  prayer 
d a i l y -  o r  ca r r i e s -  it -with him I~ICLY be 
deliv.er@d from plague and sudden death.  
S e b a s t i a n ' s  arrows were 3 symbol of 
attack by plague.. Sebas t ian  d i ed -  i n  

. .. . 287, ~ stoned.. to death .af ter .  being mirczcu- 
,. l o u s l y ,  he@ed, of .  h i s  arrow. wounds. 

3rame, 5 fol.. 11. -'Comemoraciori_do s a i n t  
nicholas'. 
St .  I i icholas  i s  here shown wearing h i s  
initre as Bishop of Uyra i r J  iisia ii inor.  
Iie has j u s t  healed t h r e e  boys who had 
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been cast i n t o  ;L : ; iclcling-tub by ar. inn- 
keeper  t o  supply nierit i n  time of f m i n e .  
An ac c om pw&in& prs j -e r  - . - a, .. 11 .. 6d e s t 0': the- .; 
s a i n t  s nuiierous m i r w l e s , _  2nd . prays - -  f o-r 
delivery from the- i'lrrmes., of -Bell ., _ _  S t  
IJicholas was .alive-,.in:325_and is._ ofter ,  
symbolized by, th<se- go lden-ba l l s  . - .  , s i n c e  
adjpted by pawnbrokers as he was t l?eir  
patron.  

. .  - 

Pra.me (5 €01. 1 lv. 'Cctimernoracion_de_ . -. . s a i n t  
anthoEne'. .. . . .- 

S t .  Anthofiy is  s t a i d i r i g - i n  tt Flemish . 

landscape which- should_rese~; ib le_ the_  
d e s e r t  
be ttie Bed Sea or - t h z ' k i l e , ' .  . . .  

l e f t  hand i s  a -boolc_and:in. h i s  _right 
hand a-! abbot I-s c r o z i e r ,  _.. - n o t  -9s  i s - o f t e r ,  
shown t h e  crutci i  .;iith...~;hich_he-is_often_ 
shown as . pat ron  . of an ~ ordur d ev-at ed t o . 
t h e  s ick  
b e l l . '  This pie-is- s%id t o  iZ+ve+.be.en . 

h i s  on ly  companion, b u t  it i n  fact  alludes 
t o  t h e  p i g s  which- the  H o s p i t a l l e r s  of S t ,  
Anthony _. were - .?lone_ p r i v i l e g e d _ t o .  have 
fo rag ing  i n  * the  ..streets - o ~ - . t ~ ~ e  t o y i s  . v ~ ~ ~ r c ;  
l i k e  London . they-  h9d. t $ e i r .  es tabl ishments  
AnthoEy l i v e d  -.about 2515356 He. is  _as .. 
i n  rriost p i c tu re s - -o f  him, shovm . -  as-an old 
man wi th  a whi te  .beard .  
f e e t  are .alG$a _toLin .the -accgmpanyirjb- 
c o l l e c t  which a l l u d e s .  t o - t h e  .ex t inc t ior .  
of t h e  flames . -  of diseas-e .cind..~-l;he:cooling .-. ,. . 

of s i c k  Limbs at ' - i i r i thoi .  ' ~ : i n t e r c e s s i o n  . . 

v i t h  God. By- his . i n t e r c e s s i o n s  . . . . . .. -ond.-'merits 
rnag we be d e l i v e r e d  from the ' f l ames  of 

?!ater . - -  it?the d is tance  .. should .., . 
I n  h i s -  .. ~ 

- 3 e s i d  e -him_ is-. 31- pie-with-  a 

_?lrz:nes _.- .. und.er h i s  . 

Bell i n  mind and body. . .  



Fra,ne 7 f o l  IS. St Larjr Lagdalene s t ands  
hol6ing an ointtner,t pot. 
She is ger!er::lly thus shown i n  a . l lusion 
t o  bhry of Bethany (:,it11 whom she has 
been t r a d i t i o n a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d )  who 
'kisced iiis f e e t  and  anointed them 
vrith ointment' when He sat a t  neat i n  
the  house of a Pharisee, As the  per- 
f e c t  peni tent  she i s  represented, as 
t rad i t io r r  requires  with flowing h a i r ,  
It i s  golden. The ointment pot here, 
as o f t e n ,  has coricitve s ides  l ike t h e  
jars used by druggists cal led a lbo ro l lo  
jars,  becaune they were made out of 
s e c t  ions of wooden can 
here standing i n  n cham5er- She is often 
shown i n  the  garder! i n  which she uiistook 
Chris t  for t h e  eardener, The t e x t  says 
t h a t  when she had anointed H i s  f e e t  and 
wiped  them with her  h a i r  the room was 
f i l l e d  with the smell of 0intmer.t 
h c t u a l l y  it VKLS the  w;rter of her t e a r s ,  
not t h e  ointmefit , which, according t o  
S t -  Luke, she wiped with her hair .  The 
accompanying prayer i s  f o r  forgiveness 
of s i n s .  

Kagdslene- is 

Frme I! f o l .  t 3 .  'Ccmrnemoraciocede sa in te  
catherine . 
S t  . Cstiierine of klexardria  daughter 
of t h e  King of Cyprus, re jected the 
yroposals of the 2nperor Jiaxirnirl and 
confounded the arguments of h i s  scholars.  
Eiaxinin had her  bound t o  spike6 wheels 
and executed t h e  scholars. The aheels  
were miraculously broken so  t h e  h p e r o r  
beheaded her. I n  art  she is  shown 
e i t h e r  with a wheel o r  a sword. Here 
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she has both .  Behind h e r ,  on t h e  
~round,^is-IIs ; ; i l l l in .  The t e x t  gives 
the name of h e r  f t i ther,  Costus. I n  her  
lecend a n e e l s  t r a n s p o r t e d  h e r  body t o  
Mount S i n a i .  A prayer on t h i s  page 
risks t h a t  by h e r  inerits we rnzy be a b l e  
t o  attt-lin that mountain which is  Christ. 

F r m e  9 fol E 13v. 'Co~memoracion de sanc te  
Sarbe ' 
S t .  Barbara,  r ep resen ted  here  w i t h  f a i r  
h a i r ,  because of' h e r  beauty,  i s  he re  
s h o w  s t and ing  by h e r  usual emblem, t h e  
to:rer i n  n h i c h  h e r  f a t h e r  enclosed her 
on accourlt of t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of h e r  
s u i t o r s .  She ho lds -  i n  her-hand t h e  
p a l m  of martyrdon:; having etwaged her 
f a t h e r  by  the r e j e c t i o n  even of deeir-  
able suitors. Toe accompanying t e x t  
rrinkes no allusion t o  her pro tec t ion  
aga ins t  f i r e  storrti and sudden dea th  
'Jut asks  t h a t  tlsrough h e r  forEiveness  
of s i n s  may be g ran ted  t o  those  who re- 
j o i c e  i n  e t e r n a l  c h a r i t y  i n  humble 
devot ion 

Prane 10 f o l ,  14. S i x  f i g u r s s  w i t h  ha loes ,  a 
b ishop i n  t h e  centre ,  r ep resen t  A l l  
S a i n t s .  An xcompanying prayer asks 1 
f o r  the forgivetness of a l l  s i n s  for the 
sake of All S a i n t s ,  i 

( f o i .  16. 
opefiing page of t h e  liours of' t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t  bu t  an  ornamental  'border w i t h  
scantlius scrolls f'lovzers and g rapes ,  
i n  black rind go ld  wi th  some green l eaves ,  
surrounds t h e  - page 

'Pilere' i s  no rniriiature on t h e  

riot -reproduced) 
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( f o l .  22. 
but  with t h i s t l e s  i n s t ead  of grapes, 
in t roduces  t h e  IIours of t h e  Cross. 
Tine page which faced  this is  miss ineo  
not  reproduced).  

A s i m i l a r l y  bordered page, 

Frame 11 f01. 25v - 26. S imi l a r  borders  on both 
s i d e s  of t h e  opening in t roduce  t h e  Hours  
of the  V i r e i n .  

f 01 25v. ['he Arinuncint ion.  
The V i r g i n  i n  b l u e ,  with a very  f a i n t  
h a l o  i s  reading ,  n i t h  h e r  book on a 
green  c lo th .  Phe angel ,  i n  pa l e  b lue  
wi th  wings of red  and pale b lue  holds  a 
s c e p t r e  and werzrs a crossed s t o l e .  Be- 
h ind ,  i s  a window, throutyh which t h e  
Holy Dove ht2s flown. There i s  a high 
wooden arm c h a i r  wi th  carved back and 
green  cushion and a large bed :;iith r ed  
hangings and b o l s t e r  and II white pil low. 
Th i s  f a c e s  t h e  begirming of U a t i n s .  

f o l .  34v - 35. The opening of Lauds 
has similar borders .  

?rcttiie 12 f o l .  34v. The V i s i t a t i o n .  
The ' J i rg in  wears blue. El izabe th  has 
a turban  over h e r  headcloth.  3otl i  have 
f a i n t  haloes.  Behind t h e r e  is  a large 
house par t ly  concealed by ii t r e e ,  
approached by a winding pa th  near  a 
crag. 
s i d e  02' t h e  opening conta ins  a peacock, 
s t r a w b e r r i e s  arid pease 

The border  on t h e  r i g h b h a n d  

(f 01. 43. S imi l a r  border  conta in ing  
two b i r d s  adorns the  opening page of 
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prime. There i s  n o  minia ture  on 
f o l .  42v. t o  f a c e  t h i s .  Kot repro-  
duced ) . 
f o l .  47v - 48. S imi l a r  border  f o r  t h e  
opening of 'Pierce 

Frarne 1 3  f o l .  47v. The Annunciation by a 
s c a r l e t  angel  t o  t h r e e  shepherds i n  
b r i g h t  r u s t i c  c l o t h e s  wi th  t h e i r  sheep 
and dog, ou t s ide  t h e  walls o f  Bethle-  
hem. 'The shepherd on t h e  left has  a 
spudder i n s t e a d  of a crook, Black 
mnrks on t r e e s  i n  the  backgrowid are  
caused by an o f f s e t  from t h e  oppos i t e  
P%F * 

f o l .  48. 
c ludes  a cock. 

f ' o l .  5 l v  - 52. S i m i l a r  bo rde r s  'a  
midi '  (Sex te ) .  Not reproduced. ~ 

'Che tnarginal deco ra t ion  in-  

Frame 14 f o l .  5 lv .  T'ne Adoration by t h e  iiiagi. 
The b lue  dress of t h e  Vi rg in -has  been 
siiiudged somewhat and t h e  f a c e  of the  
knee l ing  k ing  has been sub jec t ed  t o  
r e s t o r a t i o n .  Behind s t ands  Joseph 
wi th  r a i s e d  hands. 

fol. 55v - 56. S imi l a r  bo rde r s  'a 
nonne ' (hones)  hot reproduced. 

Frarne 15 f o l .  55v. The ? re sen ta t ion  of t h e  
c h i l d  Chr i s t  by H i s  pa ren t s  i n  ';he 
teiJple. Joseph ho lds  a candle .  
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f o l .  59. S imi l a r  border ,  The 
page which faced  t h i s  has  been removed. 
T h i s  i s  t h e  opening of Vespers. 
reproduced. 

Not 

. f o l .  64v - 6 5 .  Simi la r  borders  f o r  
opening of Compline. 

Frame 16 f o l ,  64v. The f l i g h t  i n t o  Egypt. 
Joseph c a r r i e s  t h e  luggage on a staff 
on h i s  shoulder  and l eads  t h e  ass on 
which t h e  Virgin sits s idesaddle ,  i n  
b l u e ,  ca r ry ing  t h e  baby. There i s  a 
c i t y  i n  t h e  d i s t ance .  

fol. 65. I lnrg ins l  decorat ion inc ludes  
a b i rd .  

f o l .  68. 'Oroison de n o s t r e  dame'. 
The Virgin ,  i n  b l u e ,  ho lds  t h e  dead 
f i g u r e  of Chr i s t .  Beside he r  i s  S t .  
John. Behind, on t h e  surrimit o f  a 
h i l l ,  are seen  t h e  b a s i s  of t he  t h r e e  
c ros ses .  I n  t h e  d i s t ance  i s  Jerusalem. 
ICot reproduced. 

Frame 17 f o l .  72v - 73. Si ini lnr  border  for 
t h e  opening of t h e  P e n i t e n t i a l  Psalms. 
'Ci commancerit les  v i j  psaumes'. 

f o l .  72v. David knee l s ,  with crowned 
cap and harp on the  p a s s  with eyes  
r a i s e d  t o  God, who appears  i n  t h e  sky. 
I n  t h e  background towers can be seen 
behind trees.  klote t h e  p lan t  sil- 
houet ted  aga ins t  t h e  path which runs  
a c r o s s  t h e  page behind David. 
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Frame 18 f o l .  86v - 87. Similar border  f o r  
t h e  opening of Of f i ce  o f  t h e  Dead, 
'Sens ieu t  v i g i l e  des  t r e spassez  

fol. 86v. IJourners s tand  behind a 
p a v e  i n  a c l o i s t e r .  
i n  EL grave.  On the l e f t  s t a n d  s i x  
f i e u r e s  v!ith f a i n t  haloes. Among 
them s t ands  a Chr i s t  w i th  one hand 
s l i g h t l y  r a i s e d  t o  bid Lazsrus  arise.  

Lazarus s i ts  up 
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