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Colin Legum: Biographical Note

Colin Legum was born in Kestall, Orange Free State, South Afiica, on 3 January 1919. He was
educated up to matriculation standard at the local Afrikaans medium school, and had no further
formal education. When he was 16, he entered journalism, starting as a copy boy and library
assistant on the Johannesburg Sunday FExpress and subsequently the Daily Express. Over the next
four years he rose to become a senior crime reporter and the papers’ political correspondent. In
1959, he became editor of the Labour weekly The Forward, in Johannesburg, and the S4
Mineworker, organ of the Mineworkers' Union. In 1842 he started his own publication, the
Illustrated Labour Bulletin, a bilingual political fortnightly.

Colin Legum became active in politics as a member of the S.A. Labour Party in 1938 and in 1943
was elected as a Labour member to the Johannesburg City Council. In 1947 he became leader of
the Labour Party's temporary majority on the City Council, serving as chairman of the General
Purposes Committee and the Special Housing Committee. Later that same year, he was elected
general secretary of the Labour Party. He was active in the 1948 elections when the Labour Party
was in coalition with General Smuts' United Party in an unsuccessful attempt to prevent the
election of the National Party which had fought the election on its new apartheid programme.

In 1949, because he saw no immediate future for his work or political views in an apartheid South
Afiica, Colin Legum decided to leave South Africa to pursue his journalistic career in London.
Here he not only became a part-time journalist on The Observer, but also a staff member of the
Tavistock Institute of Human Relations, engaging in research into communications in industry for
three years. In 1953, he joined 7he Observer as a full-time staff member, becoming Fleet Street's
first Africa Correspondent - a role later enlarged to that of Commonwealth Correspondent - but
he never lost interest in humanity studies based on the application and extension of Freud's ideas.
Five years later, in 1958, he was made an associate editor of the paper, specialising in Third
World affairs.

As Commonwealth Correspondent, Colin Legum travelled widely, but chiefly in Africa and the
Middle East. He helped to formulate the paper's notable anti-colonial policy and its militant stand
against apartheid and racism. During his time on the paper, he developed friendships with many
of the African independence leaders, including Kwame Nkrumah, Dr. Nnamde Azikiwe, Jomo
Kenyatta, Tom Mboya, Julius Nyerere, Kenneth Kaunda, Joshua Nkomo, Milton Obote, Nelson
Mandela, Oliver Tambo, Tshekedi and Seretse Khama, Quett Masire and Dr. Kamuzu Banda.

In 1951, with the Rev. Michael Scott, Professor Arthur Lewis and Martin Wright, he co-authored
Attitude to Africa which was acknowledged at the time as a seminal work in the anti-colonial
struggle. The following year, Colin Legum worked closely with Michael Scott, Mary Benson,




David Astor and others in founding the Africa Bureau and, subsequently, the Africa Publications
Trust and the Africa Education Trust.

Because Colin Legum and David Astor saw a possible disadvantage as journalists in being too
publicly associated with the Africa Bureau, they both elected to be ad hoc members of its
executive. Colin Legum was, nevertheless, actively involved with the Africa Bureau on a number
of key issues in the anti-colonial movement, including the campaign to end the banning order on
Tshekedi and Seretse Khama from Bechuanaland; to end the exile of the Kabaka of Buganda, Sir
Edward Mutesa II (which led to his writing Must we lose Afvica); the campaign against the
Central African Federation and later against Rhodesia's UDL

Colin Legum closely followed the decolonisation of the Belgian Congo, wrote Congo Disaster
and, having got to know Patrice Lumumtu, later contributed the foreword and biography to his
collected writings, Congo, my Country. He similarly wrote the preface and biography of Kenneth
Kaunda for his first collected works.

He took an early interest in Pan-Africanism and wrote the first modern study of the movement,
Pan-Africanism - a Short Political Guide (1962). He also followed closely the nascent politics of
the Third World and wrote a short chronicle entitled Bandung, Cairo, Accra.

In 1964, Colin Legum wrote, with his wife, South Africa - Crisis for the West, the first serious
attempt to deal with the question of sanctions, the publication of which resulted in the authors
being banned from their home country for 20 years. With his wife, Colin Legum also co-authored
The Bitter Choice and, in 1961, he edited The Africa Handbook. But his major contribution to
the study of the continent is the Africa Contemporary Record which he edited for 20 years from
1968 to 1989. For 5 years he also co-edited a companion series, the Middle East Contemporary
Survey for the Shiloah Centre at the University of Tel Aviv.

In addition to the books he has written himself or in partnership with his wife, he has contibuted
chapters to some 26 academic books, and has written a number of pamphlets, including The Fall
of Haile Selassie, The Conflict in the Horn of Africa, and After Angola - the Coming War.
Recently, he has co-authored Festschrift to Mwalimu Nyerere {James Currey, 1994), His works
have been translated in to Swedish, Hebrew, Arabic, French, Spanish, Italian and Chinese.

Colin Legum has become well-known as broadcaster and for his television appearances in
Britain, the United States, Canada, Holland, Scandinavia and Australia as well as in a dozen
African countries. Not only has he lectured extensively at universities in Britain, on the European
continent, in North America, India, China, Switzerland and in Africa, but he has also been a
regular lecturer at military colleges, including Sandhurst, Camberley and Greenwich Naval




College in England; the NATO Detence College in Rome (where he has been on a panel of
regular lecturers for 15 years); the Portuguese Diplomatic and Military College; the Netherlands
Diplomatic College; the Air Force College at the Maxwell Base in Montgomery, Alabama; and
the US Naval College in Monterey.

Colin Legum resigned form Zhe Observer in 1984 when the paper was sold to the Lonrho
multi-national because he objected to control passing into the hands of Mr.'Tiny' Rowland. He

subsequently established his own syndicated weekly newsletter 7hird World Reports.

His closest interest, apart from the anit-colonial and anti-racist movements, has always been with
South Africa and, more latterly, with the situation in the Horn of Afiica.
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Resolutions of the Annual Summits of the
Organisation of African Unity,
and Other Documents, since 1963

from the personal library of
Colin Legum

0.A.U. Conferences and Summits (20 fiches)

Item: Author/Title: Source: Date:
Fiche 1
Cairo Conference, July 1964
Documents and Booklets
la  Towards the Second African Summit Assembly Info. Dept., 17.7.64
Cairo
b Vers La Seconde Conférence Africaine au Sommet ! "
[French version of the above] (part)
Fiche 2
b " " " " " " (cont)
Fiche 3
2 Guide de la Conférence des Chefs d'Etat et de - juillet 1964
Gouvernement: premiére session
3 Assembly of the Heads of State and Government - n.d.
Press Centre [information booklet] - in English,
French & Arabic
4 [Picture postcard of Nile Hotel in Cairo] - n.d.
5 [Street map of Cairo as distributed at the Conference] - n.d.
Reports and Articles from/re the Summit
6 Conférence de I'OUA au Caire and Problémes africains, 2.7.64
L'ordre du jour du 'Sommet' arabe N° 240
7 African Summit to receive Two Reports from UN  Sudan Daily 6.7.64
3 Africa marches together and other articles (part)  Arab Observer 13.7.64
(special issue No 212)
Fiche 4
8 ! " " ! " " (cont}
9 Le sommet africain au Caire Images N° 1819 18.7.64
10 Colin Legum: Israel Question raised at African OFNS 21.7.64
Unity Conference
11 Colin Legum: Africans begin the Big Squeeze OFNS 22.7.64
Fiche § '
Speeches and Press Statements
12 Assembly of the Heads of State...of the QAU Info. Dept., 17-21 Ny

Press Center: Addresses ...at Assembly  (part)  Cairo 1964
-1-




Item: Author/Title: Source:

Fiche 6

12 " " " " " " (cont)

Fiche 7

12 " " " " " " {cont)

Fiche 8

13 Bulletin du Centre de Presse, N° 1 (part) -

Fiche 9

13 " " " " " " (cont)

14 Bulletin du Centre de Presse, N° 2 -

15 Bulletin du Centre de Presse, N° 3 (part)

Fiche 10

15 " " " " " " (cont)

16 Bulletin du Centre de Presse, N° 4 -
(Note: Much of the material in this volume dup-
licates material already on film, Only those press releases
which have not hitherto been filmed appear here.)

17 [Decisions etc on miscellaneous agenda items
from the Assembly of Heads of State...]  (part)

Fiche 11

17 " " " " " ! (cont)

Algiers Summit, September 1968

18 The OAU Secretary Confidential and Nigeria: the  Africa Confidential,
OAU Mission No. 14

19 Nigeria Poser for OAU Financial Times

20 OAU Summit Meeting in Algiers and The OAU ME/2873/ii
Ministerial Council Meeting

21 The OAU Summit in Algiers: Some Organisation, Financial Times
Little Unity

22 Organisation of African Unity: The Nation explains Daily Nation
the Facts behind the News. What the charter says...

23 The OAU: as you were Africa Confidential,

, No. 19

Sixth Conference of Heads of State, Addis Ababa, September 1969

24 Diallo Telli's Powers may be curbed and Only Daily Times
OAU Recipe can end the War

25 Nigeria: Biggest Test yet for the OAU Guardian

26 Cease Fire 'considered by Gowon' Daily Telegraph

27 Ceasefire Draft by OAU on Basis of United Nigeria Guardian

28 Addis Ababa 'War Council' for Nigeria Daily Telegraph

29 OAU fails to find Nigeria Peace Formula Guardian

30 OAU fails in Biafra Peace Bid Times

Date:

juillet 1964

juillet 1964
juillet 1964

juillet 1964

[July 1964]

12.7.68

4.9.68
13.9.68

13,9.68
18.9.68

20.9.68

8.9.69

9.9.69
9.9.69
10.9.69
11.9.69
11.9.69
11.9.69




Item: Author/Title

31 Nigeria at the Summit

32 La Sixieme Conférence des Chefs d'Etats
et de Gouvernements de 'OAU, Addis Abéba

33 Nigeria: What happened in Addis?

34 Decisions at the Summit

35 Resolutions adopted by the Assembly of Heads of
State and Government in its 6th Ordinary Session
(AHG/Res.55(VI)-AHG/Res.60(VI))

Seventh Summit, Addis Ababa, September 1970

36 Alexei Kosygin's Message of Greetings to Ass-

embly in Addis Ababa
37  Resolution on the Continued Aggression against
UAR (AHG/Res. 62(VII))
38 List of Delegates (part)
Fiche 12
38 " " " " " " (cont)
(35mm)

39 Seventh OAU Summit opens This Afternoon:
will consider African Problems

40 Nigerian Reconciliation marks Summit Opening;:
Emperor announces Achievement to Session
and other articles

Fiche 13

41 Seventh OAU Summit ends: noted as Session
of Reconciliation and other articles (35mm})

Eighth Summit, Addis Ababa, June 1971

42 OAU in Danger

43 [Julius Nyerere]: The Organisation of African
Unity and the Freedom Struggle {speech by...]

44 Dr. K.D. Kaunda: Address by... President of the
Republic of Zambia as Chairman of the OAU...

45 H.IM. Haile Selassie I: Speech. .. (part)
Fiche 14
45 L] H i 1t i (Cont)
46 President Nixon sends Message to QAU

(PR No. 266)

47 OAU Ministers reject Talks with S. Africa
48 OAU Council seeks to ostracize S. Africa
49 Message of Greetings from ... Alexei N. Kosygin

Government of Aftican Countries

Source:

West Africa
Problémes africains
N° 512

Africa Confidential
West Africa

OAU Secretariat

Date:
13.9.69
18.7.69

19.9.69
20.9.69
Sept 1969

Soviet News Bulletin, 2.9.70

No 159
OAU Secretariat

QAU Secretariat

Ethiopian Herald

it

Ethiopian Herald

West Affica
[typescript]

[typescript]

[typescript]

USIS news release

Daily Telegraph
Times

Sept 1970

Sept 1970

1.9.70

2.9.70

4.9.70
14.5.71
[June 1971]
21.6.71

21.6.71

[21.6.71]

21.6.71
21.6.71

Soviet News Bulletin 22.6.71
to President of the Assembly of Heads of State and (special issue)




Item: Author/Title: Source:

50 Dialogue condemned as 'self-deception’ Guardian

51 OAU Summit Attempt to bring in Uganda Times

52 QAU hears Report on Arms Sales Times

53 Conclusion of 8th OAU Summit Meeting ME/3718/B/1

54 OAU Summit's Optimistic End: Dialogue defeated Financial Times
55 OAU confirms Rejection of Dialogue with S. Africa Times
56 African Fear of Disunity stifles Debate at OAU Times

57 [Schedule of OAU Conferences and Meetings OAU Press Release
from June 1971 to June 1972]
(35mm)

58 OAU Council rejects Dailogue with South Africa;  Ethiopian Herald
promises Increased Help to Freedom Fighters and
other articles
59 Emperor-opens OAU Summit; rejects Dialogue !
with Pretoria and other articles (part)
Fiche 15 (35mm)
59 " " " " " " {(cont)
60 OAU Summit aims at New Mideast Initiative; "
adopts 15-item Agenda and other articles (part)
Fiche 16 (35mm)
60 ! " " " " " (cont)
61 Leaders praise Emperor: 8th QAU Summit de- "
scribed Most Successful Ever and other articles
Fiche 17
Ninth Summit, Morocco, September 1972
62 OAU: Special 9th Summit, September 1971 OAU Press & In-
(published 25 May 1973 to mark the 10th formation Service
Anniversary of OAU)
Fiche 18
Eleventh Summit, Mogadishu, June 1974
63 Tests and Tasks for OAU West Africa
64 Speech of H.E. General Yakubu Gowon, Head [typescript]
of the Federal Military Government, Command-
er-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria
65 Message of Madame Nguyen-Thi-Binh, Minister  [iypescript]
of Foreign Affairs of the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of the Republic of South Vietnam ...
66 Statement by Dr. William R. Tolbert Jr. to OAU  [typescript]
11th Assembly...

Date:

22.6.71
22.6.71
23.6.71
23.6.71
24.6.71
24.6.71
25.6.71
9.9.71

20.6.71

22.6.71

23.6.71

24.6.71

[1973]

10.6.74
12.6.74

12.6.74

[Tune 1974]




Item: Author/Title:

67 Ethiopian Delegation Press Release

68 No Miracles at Mogadishu

69 [Colin Legum: Handwritten Notes on Mogadishu
Summit)

70 Godwin Matatu: Notes on the Mogadishu Summit

71 The Process of Independence will continue. ..

Fiche 19 (35mm)

72 Waldheim arrives Today and other articles

73 Summit Arrivals and other articles

74 Africa at the Cross-roads and other articles

Fiche 20 (35mm)
75 Summit Departures and other articles

O.A.U. General: Basic Documents (2 fiches)
Fiche 1
1 Colin Legum: Organisation of African Unity
2 C.J.R.Dugard: The Orgnaisation of African Unity
and Colonialism; an Enquiry into the Plea of Self-
Defence as a Justification for the Use of Force in
the Eradication of Colonialism
3 Paul Saenz: The OAU and the Developing Inter-
national System in Africa [paper delivered at] 11th
Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association
[USA] 16 - 19 October 1968)

4 The OAU in Action (part)
Fiche2
4 L 1t L Ll 1 ¥ (cont)

5 OAU News Bulletin (published fortnightly), 1/70
(Note: p6 is a poor copy)

OAU discusses threat to Africa

Richard Gott: What Use is the OAU?

OAU at the Cross Roads

The OAU Assistance Fund for the Struggle against
Colonialism and Apartheid

Organization of African Unity: What it is; How it
works; What it does

Les Problemes Actuels de 1'Unité Africaine

O 0~ Oy

11

_5.

Source:

[typescript]
West Affica
[manuscript]

Africa, No. 36
OAU News
(New Series No.1)

OAU October Star
(special issue)

[typescript article]
Reprint from Inter-
national & Compar-
ative Law Quarterly

[typescript]

Min. of Inform-
ation, Addis Ababa

OAU Press & Inf-
ormation Division
Standard, Tanzania
Guardian
Nationalist

OAU Press & In-
formation Service
OAU Press In-
formation Division
Nouvelle de 'OUA

Date:
15.6.74
24.6.74
[June 1974]
Aug. 1974
Oct 1974

11.6.74

12.6.74
13.6.74

15.6.74

[19637]
Jan 1967

Oct 1968

[1970]

23-28 Jan
1970
11.12.70
17.12.70
[19707]
[1971]

[1971]

[1971]




Item:
12

13
14

15

16

17

18

19

20
21

Author/Title:

OAU's Reluctant Members

Warning on Challenge to African Unity

OAU: 16th and 17th Ministerial Council Meetings
and Zambian Reply to Critics of OAU Secretary-
General

OAU Dissension as Emperor pleads for Unity
OAU: Tanzanian Criticism of Malawi's and Les-
otho's Membership

The Tie that binds Africa

Graham Tayar: The QAU is Alive, Well, and
living in Addis Ababa

OAU Fact Sheet

Enter Guinea-Bissau to OAU Acclamation
Raph Uwechue: Moment of Choice and
OAU: A Time to dare

0.A.U. 1969 - 1974 (4 fiches)

Fiche 1
Defence _
1 OAU Defence Unit is to be given Greater Mandate
2 Key Role for Tanzania in Defence Plan
3 OAU to request States to outlaw Mercenaries
4 OAU Mission on Arms Sales to South Africa
5 OAU Defence Committee Business
6 Africa urged to back Armed Movements
7 OAU Defence Committee Resolution on Guinea

Bissau Independence

8 OAU urged to provide Sophisticated Weapons for
Struggle against Portugal

Dialogue

9 Présence, Vol V, No. 2, 1971 [whole issue
devoted to subject of dialogue]

10 OAU must conduct More Research

11 Emperor tries to close African Rift

12 Ivory Coast Outburst at OAU

13 African Meeting divided on Talks with Mr Vorster

14 Dialogues with South Africa

15 17th OAU Council adopts 25-item Agenda
Dialogue under Study

16 S.Africa Dialogue Walkout at OAU

-6 -

Source:

West Aftica
Times
ME/3711/B/1

Guardian
ME/3715/B/1

International
Herald Tribune
New Middle East

West Africa
Guardian
Africa, No. 34

Ethiopian Herald
Standard, Tanzania
Ethiopian Herald
ME/3626/B/1
ME/33818/B/3
Times
ME/4501/B/1

ME/4502/B/2

E. African Standard
Times

Financial Times
Times

Times

Ethiopian Herald

Guardian

Date:

27.3.71
26.5.71
15.6.71

16.6.71
19.6.71

22.6.71

Mar/Apr
1972
21573
20.11.73
June 1974

27.8.70
14,12,70
18.6.71
3371
21.10.71
15.12.71
12.1.74

14.1.74

1971

12.6.71
16.6.71
16.6.71
17.6.71
17.6.71
17.6.71

19.6.71




Ttem:

17

18
19

20
21
22

23

Author/Title:

African Delegates oppose Dialogue with South
Afiica

Objection voiced on Handling of Dialogue Issue
OAU Delegates walk out over S Aftica
Dialogue

Five African States leave OAU Session

African Leaders discuss Dialogue

No OAU Blessing for Anglo-Smith Pact

[Colin Legum: Notes on Dialogue discussions at
17th Council of OAU Members]

FEconomics/Finance/Trade

24 OAU Commission's Inaugural Meeting

25 Economic Commission for Africa; Report of the
Fourth Joint Meeting of the ECA Working Party
on Intra-African Trade and the OAU Expert
Committee on Trade and Development  (part)

Fiche 2 ,

25 " " ! " " " (cont)

26 [Extract from] Report of 5th Joint OAU/ECA
Meeting on Trade and Development, Geneva 13-24
August 1970

27 OAU: Proceedings of Ministerial Council Meeting
[consideration of 1971/72 budget of OAU]

28 OAU Ministerial Council's Budgetary and Other
Decisions

29 Minsters approve Budget

Liberation -

30 "OAU's Liberation Comrnittee which met in Dar-
es-Salaam mid February.,."

31 "OAU Liberation Committee has held its 15th
session in Dakar..."

32 OAU plans to end Political Committee's Deadlock

33 Chad's War: 2 - The Internal Stresses

34 OAU urged to train Freedom Fighters

35 African Unity and Political Alignments: OAU
Liberation Committee

36 OAU pledges More Aid for Liberation

37 OAU Experts' Meeting on Southern Africa

38 Plan to group Guerrillas in a United Front

39 Plea for Freedom Priorities

Source:

Ethiopian Herald

Times

Daily Telegraph
Financial Times
Standard, Dar-es-
Salaam
[manuscript notes]

[radio broadcast]
UN Econ. & Social
Council

[typescript]

ME/3709/B/1
[radio broadcast]
West Africa

Problémes africains,
N° 484
West Africa

Morning Post
West Africa
E.African Standard
African Research
Bulletin

Standard, Tanzania
ME/3598/B/18

Guardian
#

Date:

19.6.71

19.6.71
19.6.71
19.10.71
8.12.71

[1971]

30.6.69
23.8.69

Aug 1970

13.6.71
5.4.74
15.4.74
6.3.69
26.7.69
5.9.69
14.10.69
29.11.69
Feb 1970
12.12.70
8.2.71

13.2.71
17271




Item: Author/Title:

40 Shoestring Budget for Africa's Liberation

41 Zapu Aid halted

42 [List of] Qutstanding Arrears of Contribution. ..
and David Martin; Liberation on a Shoestring
and [DSM]: Afficans give More to Liberation
Fund

43 Africans give More to Liberation Fund

44 Funds for Freedom Movements

45 Press Release C/1170/71, IS/1.328: Pledge to
Liberation Forces by OAU Committee

46 The Organisation of African Unity and the
Freedom Struggle

47 Malawi; Comment on the OAU Liberation
Committee |

48 OAU Liberation Committee Meeting in Mogadishu
(Note: poor copy)

49 "OAU Liberation Committee meeting being held in
Mogadishu behind closed doors..."

50 OAU Liberation Committee Meeting

51 Press Release C/2286/74, 1S8/1.317: Liberation
Committee adopts Yaounde Declaration

52 [Interview with] Hashim Mbita, Executive Sec-
retary of the OAU Liberation Committee

53 Déclaration CM/ST.13 (XXII) [re Struggle in
Portugal]

54 OAU increases Guerrilla Aid

Fiche 3

55 Libyan Donation to Liberation Movement

56 OAU Liberation Committee and Liberation

Movements - 18th Session of Committee:
Extracts from African Research Bulletin

(Note: Heavily annotated copy)

Liberation - Portugal/Angola

57

58

59

60
61

Memorandum on Angola presented to Third Non-
Aligned Summit in Lusaka, Sept. 1970, by UNITA

Portuguese Crimes against Humanity

No OAU Guidance on Lisbon Colonies
QAU tries to end Rift over Angola
Mogadishu Notebook

Source: Date:

Guardian 20.2.71
" 22271

[typescript] [1970]

Guardian Weekly 27271
[typescript draft for 5.5.71
Guardian article]

Guardian 55.71
Star, Johannesburg  8.5.71
Info. Services, Min. 25.5.71
of Info... Dar-es-Salaam

United Republic of  June 1971
Tanzania

ME/3790/B/3 16.9.71
[radio broadcast) 17.10.73
ME/4428/B/3 19.10.73
ME/4601/B/1 13.5.74

Info. Services, Min.  6.6.74
of Info...Dar-es-Salaam

Africa No. 34 June 1974
[typescript] n.d.
Guardian 30.11.74
[radio broadcast] 16.12.74

African Research n.d.

Bulletin Vol.8, No.2

[typescript] Sept 1970
QAU News Aug/Sept
Bulletin 1973
Guardian 12.6.74
Guardian 13.6.74
West Africa 24.6.74


































