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The period 1968 to 1994 represents a turbulent one in British politics.  It 
begins with the latter half of a Labour government under Harold Wilson, 
followed by the Conservative 
government of Edward Heath, which 
brought Britain the three-day week and 
into the EEC. Less than a year after 
Labour returned to power in 1974, the 
Conservatives elected a new leader. The 
Thatcher years appear in their entirety, 
including the Falklands War and the 
miners' strike. In the PLP, leadership 
moved from Jim Callaghan to Michael 
Foot to Neil Kinnock. Initially policy 
shifted to the left.  However, after the 
Party's heavy election defeat in 1983, the 
concept of ‘New Realism’ began to 
emerge. In its wake came Tony Blair, 
whose progress to the top is charted by 
these papers, which culminate in the 
caretaker leadership of Margaret Beckett after the death of John Smith. 

This collection therefore provides an essential desktop resource for 
researchers exploring not only British parliamentary politics during the 
seventies and eighties, but also the transformation of Labour movement in 
the UK from a leftwing socialist organisation, with mass union-affiliated 
membership, to its present position as a party of the centre ground. 
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Contained in this collection are the weekly agendas and minutes in full, 
together with copious supporting papers, for each of the: 

 Party Meetings, which provides a forum for all Labour MPs to 
question members of the Labour government or shadow cabinet, and 
to discuss, and vote on, policy, issues of leadership within the PLP; 
 Liaison Committee, which exists only when Labour in is power 
(1968-1970 & 1974-1979), and comprises party whips and selected 
ministers, who liaise between the Government and the Parliamentary 
Labour Party; 
 Parliamentary Committee or the Shadow Cabinet, as it is more 
commonly known, comprising the front bench members of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party for the periods when it is in opposition 
(1970-1974 & 1979-1994); and, 
 Working Group on Standing Orders, an ad hoc body examining 
policy issues and the relationship between the Parliamentary and 
numerous constituency Labour parties. 

Key features of this online resource: 
 Almost 11,000 images with browse and keyword search options 
 Replicates the arrangement and numeration of the original 
documents in the collection held at the Labour History Archive and 
Study Centre (LHASC), Manchester 
 Requires only licence, Internet access & Adobe Reader® 8.1 or 
above 
 Trial accounts available to libraries 
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