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PREFACE

Since 1960 a growing number of collections of documents have been published in
the microfilm series in conjunction with the British Association for American
Studies, British records relating to America in microform, published by
Microform Limited (formerly EP Microform Limited) from both public and private
collections. The publication of single collections or groups of documents,
particularly where lists were available, was a comparatively simple matter.

But the proposal to microfilm the American material in the House of Lords
Record Office was a quite different proposition. There were no easily
identifiable groups of documents which could be filmed, the available lists
dealt with sections of the collection as a whole rather than the American
material and the published Guides to material relating to American history in
the House of Lords Record Office did not begin until 1702 and excluded certain
classes of materials. Moreover, before the documents could be microfilmed they
had to be identified and located and where sequences of documents were concerned
their proper order had to be established. To prepare the American material for
this edition was obviocusly not a task which the staff of the House of Lords
Record Office could properly be expected to do. With the ready assistance of
the Clerk of Records, Maurice Bond, a research proposal was submitted to the
Social Science Research Council which made a grant to enable the necessary
research to be carried out. Mainly financed by the SSRC but in the last weeks
by Microform Limited, a research assistant, Peter Harper, was appointed who,
with commendable dedication, care and patience, identified and located the
documents, listed them and made them ready for filming which was efficiently
carried out in the House of Lords Record Office. Regular meetings with the
staff of the Record Office, Henry Cobb and David J Johnson, enabled the progress
of the project to be monitored. Without their willing and unstinted co-
operation, this project could not have been completed. With additional finance
from the University of Exeter, the complicated list was efficiently typed and
retyped by Elaine Harrison. 3Some editorial assistance was provided by Celia
King. The result is this volume which lists the identifiable documents
containing material relating to American history widely defined in the House of
Lords Record Office., It both provides a survey of the American holdings in

the House of Lords Record Office and an essential key to the 39 reels of
microfilm which it accompanies. Since this list makes available for the first
time in a single volume a guide to the American material in the House of Lords
Record Office, it is undoubtedly a major contribution to historical scholarship.

University of Exeter Walter Minchinton
1983
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